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Learning good research skills is one of the best ways you can prepare yourself for any type of legal career.  There are four essential steps in the legal research process, which may be applied to any substantive research topic.  In this guide, we demonstrate how to use these steps to research legal issues related to Women and Labour Migration in an international or Canadian context.  
This guide presents selected primary and secondary sources that are relevant to researching the topic of Women and Labour Migration. However, it does not provide an exhaustive bibliography of resources on this topic!  We hope that you will use the methods and sources in this research guide as a starting point to develop your own specific topic and to find additional resources that will enhance your research.    

1. PREPARE FOR RESEARCH
· Take time to think about your topic before starting research.  Even a few minutes spent planning and strategizing before you begin will save you time in the long run.

· Set preliminary boundaries for your topic.  Remind yourself which issues you will not be looking at, so that you can stay focused during the process of research.

· Jot down some important keywords and phrases.  All resources are accessed through keywords and phrases.  Although you may revise these as you proceed with research, making an initial list will help you define your topic and improve the efficiency of your research.

2. CONSULT SECONDARY SOURCES 
· Secondary sources contain commentary on the law; they do not constitute the law itself.  Secondary sources include treatises, textbooks, periodicals, legal encyclopedias, and similar sources.  Anything that describes, explains and/or analyzes the law is a secondary source.

· Secondary sources introduce you to the law.  This is particularly important if you are researching an area of law that is unfamiliar to you.  It will also help you focus your research, as you discover which issues are most significant.

· Secondary sources are finding tools for other secondary sources.  Read the footnotes to see what other sources are cited by the author; you should review those sources as well.  
· Secondary sources are finding tools for primary sources.  Since they discuss the law, secondary sources cannot help but cite it for you.  Use these citations to locate relevant primary authority.

Books

· To locate books, use the UofT Libraries catalogue.  This catalogue includes records for books and materials located at all libraries on the UofT campus, including the Law Library.

· To get the best results, identify relevant subjects to use as search terms.  Do a keyword search on some likely terms, and choose one or two likely titles.  Pull up the catalogue record for each and note the subject under which each is classified.  Then search on those subjects to find relevant books.

· To get you started, here are some search terms for topics concerning Women and Labour Migration:

· women alien labour 

· women immigrants -- employment

· women immigrants -- economic conditions

· women -- employment – foreign countries 

· Etc….


Journal Articles

· To find journal articles, use a periodicals index.  Articles aren’t listed individually in library catalogues.  You must look up articles by keyword and subject in an index.  

· Each index uses its own set of subject headings.  To identify the most relevant subject headings, use a keyword search first, identify one or two relevant articles, pull up the index record, and identify appropriate subject headings.

· The best indexes for periodicals published in legal journals include:

· Index to Canadian Legal Literature:  Covers secondary legal literature published in Canada, 1985-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal and WestlaweCarswell.
· LegalTrac:  Covers English-language journals from U.S. and Commonwealth publishers, 1980-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal and Lexis, Westlaw (as “Current Law Index”).
· Index to Legal Periodicals and Books:  Covers English-language journals from U.S. and Commonwealth publishers, 1980-.  Coverage differs somewhat from LegalTrac.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals:  Covers selected legal periodicals on public and private international, comparative, and domestic law of countries other than the U.S., the British Isles and the Commonwealth, 1960-.  Search interface is in English.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Legal Journals Index:  Covers journals published in the U.K. and Europe, 1986-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Most indexes do not include full text of the articles indexed.  Once you have identified the articles you wish to see, use the Law Library’s Journals Database to determine where the relevant journals are located in the Library and whether they are available online.  The Journals Database can be accessed through the Law Library’s home page.  The most commonly used sources of online law journals include:

· Lexis
· Westlaw/WeslaweCARSWELL
· Quicklaw
· Hein On-Line

· Don’t forget about non-legal periodical indexes!  Many legal issues, especially those involving multi-disciplinary topics, are considered in non-law periodicals.  You won’t have thoroughly researched your topic without taking a look at materials available in non-law sources.

· To locate non-law periodical indexes, look at the “Article Centre” on the UofT Libraries webpage.  Some relevant indexes for Women and Religion include:

· Contemporary Women’s Issues:  Indexes over 600 sources from over 130 nations dealing with women’s issues, 1992-. 
· Gender Studies Database:  “Covers the spectrum of gender-engaged scholarship inside and outside academia,” 1972-.

· ATLA Religion Database:  Indexes major religion and theology journals, 1949-. 
· FRANCIS:  Indexes multidisciplinary information from over 4,200 journals relating to the humanities and social sciences.  Particularly strong on religion.  1984-. 
Documents

· Using citations gathered from your secondary research search the UofT Libraries catalogue and the Internet to find documents from governments, intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations.   


3. CONSULT PRIMARY SOURCES 

· Primary sources comprise the law itself, including case law, treaties and legislation.

· To find primary sources, rely on citations from your secondary research.  Also, check the resources listed below:

Canadian Case Law

· Use standard Canadian research tools, such as the Canadian Abridgment and the Ontario Encyclopedic Dictionary, to identify relevant cases.
· Search Canadian case law databases on Lexis, Quicklaw, WestlaweCarswell, and CanLII.
· Canadian Human Rights Reporter (CHRR): Includes both reported and unreported decisions related to human rights.  Online searchable database through Law Library’s electronic library; print holdings [D22 C342 Rpts. Can.] from v.1, 1980 to v. 36, 2000.
International Case Law

· Most international tribunals and dispute resolution bodies post their jurisprudence on their websites.  E.g., 
· African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights <http://www.achpr.org/>
· European Court of Human Rights <http://www.echr.coe.int/echr>
· Inter-American Court of Human Rights <http://www.corteidh.or.cr/index_ing.html>
· United Nations Treaty Body Database <http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf>

Treaties, International Agreements, and Related Documents

· Specialized Women’s Rights Instruments
· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) < http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/>

· Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing) Platform for Action <http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/plat1.htm>

· International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo) Programme of Action <http://www.unfpa.org/icpd/icpd_poa.htm>


4. CONSULT ADDITIONAL SPECIALIZED SOURCES
· Use the Internet.  There are a number of websites that provide information on current issues and link to documents and other relevant websites.  However, remember to distinguish between advocacy and scholarship when using these sources to support your research.
Gateway/Current Awareness Websites

· Women’s Human Rights Net (WHRnet)  

< http://www.whrnet.org/>

· Women’s Human Rights Resources (WHRR)   
<http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/diana>

· UN Division for the Advancement of Women <http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/>



Selected books on women’s rights and labour migration include:





Chang, Grace. Disposable Domestics: Immigrant Women Workers in the Global Factory (Cambridge, Massachusetts: South End Press, 2000). [Robarts HD6095 .C48 2000X]


Parreñas, Rhacel Salazar. Servants of Globalization: Women, Migration and Domestic Work (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2001). [Robarts HD6072 .P27 2001X]


Siddiqui, Tasneem. Temporary Labour Migration of Women: Case Studies of Bangladesh and Sri Lanka (Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic: United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and International Organization for Migration, 2000). [New College HD6190.6 .S54 2000] 


Tastsoglou, E.and A. Dobrowolsky, eds. Women, Migration, and Citizenship: Making Local, National, and Transnational Connections (Williston, Vermont: Ashgate Publishing, 2006).


Wille, Christina and Basia Passl, eds. Female Labour Migration in South-East Asia: Change and Continuity (Bangkok: Asian Research Centre for Migration, 2001).








Selected journal articles on Women and Labour Migration include:





Arriola, Elvia R. “Voices from the Barbed Wires of Despair, Women in the Maquiladoras, Latina Critical Theory and Gender at the U.S. Mexico Border” 49 De Paul L. Rev. 729 (2000).


Cherry, Miriam A. “Race, Sex, and Working Identities: Decentering the Firm: The Limited Liability Company and Low-Wage Immigrant Women Workers” 39 U. C. Davis L. Rev. 787 (2006).


Fitzpatrick, Joan and Katrina R. Kelly. “Gendered Aspects of Migration: Law and the Female Migrant” 22(1) Hastings Int'l & Comp. L. Rev., 47- 112 (1998).


Kaufka, Katherine. “The Commodification of Domestic Care: Illegitimacy of Care Work and the Exploitation of Migrant Workers” 18 Geo. Immigr. L.J. 159 (2003).


Satterthwaite, Margaret L. “Crossing Borders, Claiming Rights: Using Human Rights Law to Empower Women Migrant Workers” 8 Yale H.R. & Dev. L. J. 1 (2005).


Young, Donna E. “Working Across Borders: Global Restructuring and Women’s Work” 2001 Utah L. Rev. 1 (2001).





Selected Nongovernmental Organization Websites related to Women and Labour Migration:


AGE+ (Age + Gender + Ethnicity) <http://www.ageplus.nl/>


Global Migration and Gender Network <http://gender.gcim.org/en/>


International Organization for Migration, Working Group on Gender Issues <http://www.iom.int/en/who/main%5Fstructures%5Fgender.shtml#wwgi>


Migration Policy Institute, Special Source Issue: Women and Migration <http://www.migrationinformation.org/issue_mar03.cfm>


And others…








See especially: Consultative Meeting on Migration and Mobility and How this Movement Affects Women <http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/meetings/consult/Sweden03.htm>





Specialized Instruments and Related Documents on Labour Migration





International Labour Organization, International Standards on Labour Migration <http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/migrant/about/standards.htm>


United Nations, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families  (2003) <http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/m_mwctoc.htm>


United Nations Economic and Social Council, Reports of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants <http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/migration/rapporteur/annual.htm>











The international body that specifically addresses labour issues is the International Labour Organization (ILO) <http://www.ilo.org>





Selected documents on Women and Labour Migration include:





Human Rights Watch, Help Wanted: Abuses against Female Migrant Domestic Workers in Indonesia and Malaysia (2004) <http://hrw.org/reports/2004/indonesia0704/>


Human Rights Watch, Hidden in the Home: Abuse of Domestic Workers with Special Visas in the United States (2001) <http://www.hrw.org/reports/2001/usadom/usadom0501.pdf>


International Labour Organization, Getting at the Roots: Stopping Exploitation of Migrant Workers by Organized Crime (2002) <http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/migrant/download/unicri.pdf>


United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Human Rights Protection Applicable to Women Migrant Workers, A UNIFEM Briefing Paper (2003) 


<http://www.unifem-eseasia.org/projects/migrant/mig_pub.htm>


United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), UNIFEM-CEDAW Panel on Addressing Women Migrant Workers’ Concerns (2003) 


<http://www.unifem-eseasia.org/projects/migrant/mig_pub.htm>


United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, Feminized Migration in East and Southeast Asia: Policies, Actions and Empowerment (2005)


<http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BCCF9/(httpPublicationsHome)/$First?OpenDocument>
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