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Learning good research skills is one of the best ways you can prepare yourself for any type of legal career.  There are four essential steps in the legal research process, which may be applied to any substantive research topic.  In this guide, we demonstrate how to use these steps to research legal issues related to Women and Religion in an international or Canadian context.  
This guide presents selected primary and secondary sources that are relevant to researching the topic of Women and Religion. However, it does not provide an exhaustive bibliography of resources on this topic!  We hope that you will use the methods and sources in this research guide as a starting point to develop your own specific topic and to find additional resources that will enhance your research.    

1. PREPARE FOR RESEARCH
· Take time to think about your topic before starting research.  Even a few minutes spent planning and strategizing before you begin will save you time in the long run.

· Set preliminary boundaries for your topic.  Remind yourself which issues you will not be looking at, so that you can stay focused during the process of research.

· Jot down some important keywords and phrases.  All resources are accessed through keywords and phrases.  Although you may revise these as you proceed with research, making an initial list will help you define your topic and improve the efficiency of your research.

2. CONSULT SECONDARY SOURCES 
· Secondary sources contain commentary on the law; they do not constitute the law itself.  Secondary sources include treatises, textbooks, periodicals, legal encyclopedias, and similar sources.  Anything that describes, explains and/or analyzes the law is a secondary source.

· Secondary sources introduce you to the law.  This is particularly important if you are researching an area of law that is unfamiliar to you.  It will also help you focus your research, as you discover which issues are most significant.

· Secondary sources are finding tools for other secondary sources.  Read the footnotes to see what other sources are cited by the author; you should review those sources as well.  
· Secondary sources are finding tools for primary sources.  Since they discuss the law, secondary sources cannot help but cite it for you.  Use these citations to locate relevant primary authority.

Books

· To locate books, use the UofT Libraries catalogue.  This catalogue includes records for books and materials located at all libraries on the UofT campus, including the Law Library.

· To get the best results, identify relevant subjects to use as search terms.  Do a keyword search on some likely terms, and choose one or two likely titles.  Pull up the catalogue record for each and note the subject under which each is classified.  Then search on those subjects to find relevant books.

· To get you started, here are some search terms for topics concerning Women and Religion:

· freedom of religion 

· church and state

· religious tolerance

· discrimination religious aspects 

· women legal status laws, etc. 

· Etc….


Journal Articles

· To find journal articles, use a periodicals index.  Articles aren’t listed individually in library catalogues.  You must look up articles by keyword and subject in an index.  

· Each index uses its own set of subject headings.  To identify the most relevant subject headings, use a keyword search first, identify one or two relevant articles, pull up the index record, and identify appropriate subject headings.

· The best indexes for periodicals published in legal journals include:

· Index to Canadian Legal Literature:  Covers secondary legal literature published in Canada, 1985-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal and WestlaweCarswell.
· LegalTrac:  Covers English-language journals from U.S. and Commonwealth publishers, 1980-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal and Lexis, Westlaw (as “Current Law Index”).
· Index to Legal Periodicals and Books:  Covers English-language journals from U.S. and Commonwealth publishers, 1980-.  Coverage differs somewhat from LegalTrac.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals:  Covers selected legal periodicals on public and private international, comparative, and domestic law of countries other than the U.S., the British Isles and the Commonwealth, 1960-.  Search interface is in English.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Legal Journals Index:  Covers journals published in the U.K. and Europe, 1986-.  Available through the Law Library webpage’s Law Student Portal.
· Most indexes do not include full text of the articles indexed.  Once you have identified the articles you wish to see, use the Law Library’s Journals Database to determine where the relevant journals are located in the Library and whether they are available online.  The Journals Database can be accessed through the Law Library’s home page.  The most commonly used sources of online law journals include:

· Lexis
· Westlaw/WeslaweCARSWELL
· Quicklaw
· Hein On-Line

· Don’t forget about non-legal periodical indexes!  Many legal issues, especially those involving multi-disciplinary topics, are considered in non-law periodicals.  You won’t have thoroughly researched your topic without taking a look at materials available in non-law sources.

· To locate non-law periodical indexes, look at the “Article Centre” on the UofT Libraries webpage.  Some relevant indexes for Women and Religion include:

· Contemporary Women’s Issues:  Indexes over 600 sources from over 130 nations dealing with women’s issues, 1992-. 
· Gender Studies Database:  “Covers the spectrum of gender-engaged scholarship inside and outside academia,” 1972-.

· ATLA Religion Database:  Indexes major religion and theology journals, 1949-. 
· FRANCIS:  Indexes multidisciplinary information from over 4,200 journals relating to the humanities and social sciences.  Particularly strong on religion.  1984-. 
3. CONSULT PRIMARY SOURCES 

· Primary sources comprise the law itself, including case law, treaties and legislation.

· To find primary sources, rely on citations from your secondary research.  Also, check the resources listed below:

Canadian Case Law

· Use standard Canadian research tools, such as the Canadian Abridgment and the Ontario Encyclopedic Dictionary, to identify relevant cases.
· Search Canadian case law databases on Lexis, Quicklaw, WestlaweCarswell, and CanLII.
· Canadian Human Rights Reporter (CHRR): Includes both reported and unreported decisions related to human rights.  Online searchable database through Law Library’s electronic library; print holdings [D22 C342 Rpts. Can.] from v.1, 1980 to v. 36, 2000.
International Case Law

· Most international tribunals and dispute resolution bodies post their jurisprudence on their websites.  E.g., 
· African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights <http://www.achpr.org/>
· European Court of Human Rights <http://www.echr.coe.int/echr>
· Inter-American Court of Human Rights <http://www.corteidh.or.cr/index_ing.html>
· United Nations Treaty Body Database <http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf>
Treaties, International Agreements, and Related Documents

· Specialized Women’s Rights Instruments
· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) < http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/>

· Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing) Platform for Action <http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/plat1.htm>

· International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo) Programme of Action <http://www.unfpa.org/icpd/icpd_poa.htm>


4. CONSULT ADDITIONAL SPECIALIZED SOURCES
· Use the Internet.  There are a number of websites that provide information on current issues and link to documents and other relevant websites.  However, remember to distinguish between advocacy and scholarship when using these sources to support your research.
Gateway/Current Awareness Websites

· Women’s Human Rights Net (WHRnet)  

< http://www.whrnet.org/>


· Women’s Human Rights Resources (WHRR)   
<http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/diana>

· UN Division for the Advancement of Women <http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/>


Selected books on women’s rights and religious discrimination include:





Bakht, N. Arbitration, Religion and Family Law: Private Justice on the Backs of Women (2004) [KEO213 .B35 2004]


Ghanea-Hercock, N. The Challenge of Religious Discrimination at the Dawn of the New Millennium (2003) [BL640 .C48 2003]


Hawley, J.S. Fundamentalism and Gender (1994) [BL458 .F86 1994]


Howland, C.W. Religious Fundamentalisms and the Human Rights of Women (1999) [K3242 .R45 1999]    


Shachar, A. Multicultural Jurisdictions: Cultural Differences and Women's Rights (2001) [K644 .S53 2001]








Selected journal articles on Women and Religion include:





Ammons, L.L. “What's God Got To Do With It? Church and State Collaboration In the Subordination of Women and Domestic Violence” 51 Rutgers L. Rev. 1207 (1999)


Howland, C. “The Challenge of Religious Fundamentalism to the Liberty and Equality Rights of Women: An Analysis Under the United Nations Charter” 35 Colum J. Transnat’l L. 271 (1997)


Shachar, A. “Religion, State, and The Problem of Gender: New Modes of Citizenship and Governance in Diverse Societies” 50 McGill L. J. 49 (2005)


Stopler, G. “Countenancing the Oppression of Women: How Liberals Tolerate Religious and Cultural Practices that Discriminate Against Women” 2003 Colum. J. Gen & L. 154 (2003)


Sullivan, D.J. “Gender Equality and Religious Freedom: Toward A Framework for Conflict Resolution” 24 NYU J. of Int’l  L. & Pol. 795 (1991-1992)


Sunder, M. “Piercing the Veil” 112 Yale L. J. 1399 (2003) 








Selected Nongovernmental Organization Websites related to Women and Religion include:


BAOBAB for Women's Human Rights <http://www.baobabwomen.org>


Canadian Council of Muslim Women <http://www.ccmw.com/index.htm> 


Catholics for a Free Choice <http://www.catholicsforchoice.org>


Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) <http://www.wluml.org/>


Women’s United Nations Report Network (WUNRN) <http://www.wunrn.com/>


And others…








see especially: Challenging Fundamentalisms - A Web Resource for Women’s Human Rights


http://www.whrnet.org/fundamentalisms/





Specialized Instruments and Related Documents on Religious Intolerance





Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (1981) <http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/d_intole.htm>


Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities (1992) <http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/d_minori.htm>


Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights: UN Documents on Religious Intolerance <http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/FramePage/Subject+intolerance+En?OpenDocument>


United Nations Study on Freedom of Religion of Belief and the Status of Women From the Viewpoint of Religion and Traditions (available in French only)


<http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/0886879926d6d171c1256b9e004ff9eb?Opendocument>
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