JULIE CRUIKSHANK

Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters,
and Social Imagination

Al

I —
UBCPress - Vancouver-Toronto



@ UBC Press 2005

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without prior written
permission of the publisher, or, in Canada, in the case of photocopying or other
reprographic copying, a licence from Access Copyright {Canadian Copyright
Licensing Agency), www.accesscopyright.ca.

151413 12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 54321

Printed in Canada on acid-free paper that is 100% post-consumer recycled, processed
chlorine-free, and printed with vegetable-bascd, low-VOC inks.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Cruikshank, Julie
Do glaciers listen? : local knowledge, colonial encounters and social imagination /
Julie Cruikshank.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-7748-1186-2

1. Glaciers — Social aspects — Saint Elias Mountians. 2. Tlingit Indians - Saint Elias
Mountains — Folklore. 3. Athapascan Indians — Saint Elias Mountains — Folklore.
4. Glaciers — Saint Elias Mountains — Folklore. 5. Human ecology — Saint Elias
Mountains, 6. Ora) tradition — Saint Elias Mountains. 7. Climartic changes — Saint
Elias Mountains. 8. Glaciers in literature. 9. Saint Elias Mountains — Discovery and
exploration. 10. Saint Elias Mountains — Environmental conditions. 11. Saint Elias
Mounrtains — Folklore. I. Title.

GB2403.2.C78 2005 979.8°3 C2005-900193-3

Canadd

UBC Press gratefully acknowledges the financial support for our publishing program
of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development
Program (BPIDP), and of the Canada Council for the Arts, and the British Columbia
Arts Council.

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Canadian Federation
for the Humanities and Social Sciences, through the Aid to Scholarly Publications
Programme, using funds provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada, and with the help of the K.D. Srivastava Fund.

UBC Press

The University of British Columbia
2029 Wesr Mall

Vancouver, BC V6T 1722
604-822-5959 / Fax; 604-822-6083

www.ubcpress,ca



Contents

List of Ilustrations / viil
Acknowledgments / x

Introduction: The Smubborn Particulars of Voice / 3

Part 1: Matters of Locality
Memories of the Little Ice Age / 23
Constructing Life Stories: Glaciers as Social Spaces / 50

Listening for Different Stories / 76

Part 2: Practices of Exploration

Two Centuries of Stories from Lituya Bay: Nature, Culture,
and La Pérouse / 127

Bringing Icy Regions Home: John Muir in Alaska / 154
Edward James Glave, the Alsek, and the Congo / 179

Part 3: Scientific Research in Sentient Places
Mapping Boundaries: From Stories to Borders / 213
Melting Glaciers and Emerging Histories / 243

Notes / 260
- Bibliography / 288
Index / 303



