
Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox 
Foreword by Bill Erasmus 

Finding Dahshaa 

Self-Government, Social Suffering, 
and Aboriginal Policy in Canada 

UBCPress ·Vancouver -'Toronto 



© UBC Press 2009 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without prior 
written pennission of the publisher, or, in Canada, in ttie case of photocopying or 
other reprographic copying, a licence from Access Copyright (Canadian CopyYight 
Licensing Agency), www.accesscopyright.ca. 

20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 5 4 3 2 1 

Printed in Canada with vegetable-based inks on FSC-certifted ancient-forest-free 
paper (100% post-consumer recycled) that is processed chlorine- and acid-free. 

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

Irlbacher-Fox, Stephanie, 1971-
Finding dahshaa : self-government, social suffering, and 

Aboriginal policy in Canada I Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox. 

Includes bibliographical refere_r:~ces and index. 
ISBN 978-0-7748~1624-3 

1. Native peoples- Northwest Territories- Politics and government. 2. Native 
peoples - Northwest Territories - Government r~lations. 3. Native peoples -;
Northwest Territories- Social conditions. I. Title. 

E92.I75 2009 323.11970719'3 C2009-900926-9 

Canada 

UBC Press gratefully acknowledges the financial support for our publishing 
program of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry 
Development Program (BPIDP), and of the Canada Council for the A1ts, and the 
British Columbia Arts Council. 

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Walter and 
Duncan Gordon Foundation. 

All author's royalties from sales of this book will be donated to the Educational 
Scholarship Fund of the Deline Land Corporation (Northwest Territories). 

UBC Press 
The University of British Columbia 
2029 West Mall 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z2 
604-822-5959 I Fax: 604-822-6083 
www. ubcpress.ca 



Contents 

Illustrations I viii 

Foreword I x 
Bill Erasmus, Dene National Chief 

Acknowledgments I xiii 

Pronunciation Guide I xvi 

Introduction I 1 

1 Context and Concepts I 13 

2 Tanning Moosehide I 35 

3 Dehcho Resource Revenue Sharing I 55 

4 Deline Child and Family Services I 90 

5 Inuviafuit and Gwich1in Culture and Language I 133 

Conclusion I 160 

Notes I 175 

References I 179 

Index I 186. 


