
For Future Generations 
RECONCILING GITXSAN AND CANADIAN LAW 

P. Dawn Mills 

II
. URICH . 
DUBLISHING 
!liMITED 

SASKATOON, SK. CANADA 



Copyright © 2008 P. Qawn Mills 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted iO: 

any form or by any means without permission in writing from the publisher, except: · 

by a reviewer who may quote brief passages in a review, or in the cas~ of photocopy­

ing or other reprographic copying, a license from ACCESS {Canadian Copyright 

Licensing Agency) in Toronto. All inquiries and or,ders regarding this publication 

should be addressed to: 

Purich Publishing Ltd. 

Box 23032, Market Mall Post Office, Saskatoon, SK, Canada, S7J 5H3 
Phone; (3o6) 373-5311 Fax: (306) 373-5315 Email: purich@sasktel.net 

Website: www.purichpublishing.com 

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

Mills, Patricia Dawn, 1954-

For future generations : reconciling Gitsan and Canadian law I Patricia Dawn 

Mills. 

(Purich's aboriginal issues series) 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

ISBN 978-1-895830-34-7 

1. Gitksan Indians- Legal status, laws, etc. - British Columbia. 2. Gitk­

san Indians- Legal status, laws, etc. - Canada. 3· Gitksan Indians-

Claims. 4. Gitksan Indians- Land tenure. 5· Gitksan Indians- Politics and 

government. 6. Gitksan Indians- Government relations. I. Title. II. Series. 

Edited, designed, and typeset by Donald Ward, who also created the map. 

Cover design by Duncan Campbell. 

Cover art: "It's Time to Wear Our Blankets," by Art Wilson, 'Wii Muk'wilixw, of the 

Laxgibuu of Anspayaxw. 

Photograph of cover art by Bob Michayluik Photography. 

Index by Ursula Acton. 

Printed and bound in Canada. 

- Purich 'Publishing gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the· Government of 

Canada, through the Book Publishing Industry Development Program, and the 

Government of Saskatchewan, through the C.1~tural Industries Development Fund, 

for its publishing program. The publisher also acknowledges the University of Sas­

katchewan Native Law Centre for providing maps for study and possible inclusion. 

lhis book is primed on wo per cent post-consumer, recycled, and ancient-forest­

friendly paper. 



Contents 

MAP ... 8 

,-FOREWORD ... 9 

INTRODUCTION ... 11 

GITXSAN GLOSSARY ... 13 

11 BE GENTLE ON THE NEWCOMERS ... 23 

21 .SINCE THE COMING OF THE LIXS GIIGYET ... 29 

The Arrival of the Lixs giigyet. The Regional Economy 1795-1910- 30 

Tensions between the Lixs giigyet and the Giqsan: 1871-1884-33 

A Conflict of Laws - 34 

The Land Question- 38 

BC Colonial/Provincial Indian Land Policy: 1850-1875- 38 

The Establishment of the Reserve Commission in 1875- 45 

Early Land Claims: 1884-1888 - 47 

Reserve Allocations: 1891:-1898 - 49 

The Stewart-Vowell Commission - 50 

The M~Kenna-McBrideCommission: 1912-1916- 52 

3/ THE TRIALS OF THE GITXSAN ... 55 

Delgam'Uukw v. Attorney General of British Columbia 

Mter 192T Background_ to the 1987 Trial- 57 

The Calder Case - 59 

Canada's Position- 61 

British Columbia's Position - 62 

The Gitxsan Position - 62 

Delgam'Uukw v. the Attornry General of British Columbia, I99I- 65 

The British Columbia Court of Appeal Decision, 1993- 72 

The Majority Decision - 73 

The Minority Decision - 77 

The Negotiation Interlude- 8o 

Delgam'Uukw v. British Columbia, I997 - 83 



4/ GlTXSAN PROPERTY, OWNERSHIP, AND GOYERNANCE ... 85 

Wilp Property and Ownership - 88 

Adawaaks- 90 

Ayuks- 91 

Wams- 93 

Lax'wiiyip - 94 

. Trespass- 96 

Anjok- 99 

Amnigwootxw- 99 

Xkyeehl- 102 

The Right to Alienate the Lax'wiiyip - 103 

The Sigidim haanak'a and Governance Principles - ro6 

Succession- 107 

Dispute Resolution - III 

Management Responsibilities - II4 

The Fishery - II4 

Hunting- II5 

Trap Lines- II? 

Ecological Concerns - n8 

Li'ligit- II9 

51 GITXSAN RECONCILIATION ... 125 

Past Usage of the Crown - 126 

Gitxsan Acts of Reconciliation - 134 

The Gitxsan Treaty Model- 137 

Fish, Wildlife, and Fur- 138 

Forestry - 140 

Mining, Oil, and Gas- 141 

Governance- 142 

Conclusion- 145 · 

NOTES ... 149 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ... 167 

INDEX ... 180 


