
War Leader of the Metis 

BY DAN ASFAR & TIM C·HODAN 

m·~ . 
-LORE-1 POB~::JNQ r 



© 2003 by Folklore Publishing 
First printed in 2003 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
Printed in Canada 

All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyrights hereon may 
be reproduced or used in any form or by any means-graphic, electronic or 
mechanical- without the prior written permission of the publisher, except 
for reviewers, who may quote brief passages. Any request for photocopying, 
recording, taping or storage on information retrieval systems of any part of 
this work shall be directed in writing to the publisher. 

The Publisher; Folklore Publishing 
Website: www.folklorepublishing.corn 

National Library of Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

Chodan, Tim, 1970-
Gabriel Dumont war leader of the Metis I by Tim Chodan & Dan Asfac. 

(Legends series) 
Includes bibliographical references. 
ISBN 1-894864-06-9 

1. Dumont, Gabriel, 1837- 1906. 2. Red River Rebellion, 1869-1870. 3. 
Northwest, Canadian- History-1870-1905. 4. Metis-Canada, Western
Biography. I. Asfar, Dan, 1973- II. Title. II. Series: Legends series 
(Edmonton, Alta.) ' 

FC3217 .l.D84C48 2003 971.05'4'092 C2003-900646-0 

Project Director: Faye Boer 
Caver Image: Counesy of Glenbow Amhlves, Calgary, Canada, NA-3432-2 
Photography credits: Every effort has been made to accurately credit the sources 
of photographs. Any errors or omissions should be directed to the publisher 
for changes in future editions. Photographs courtesy of Archives of Manitoba 
(p. 15, N-12762; p. 148, N-9289; p . 192, N-7582); Gienbow Archives, 
Calgary, Canada (title page, NA-3432-2; p. 10, NA-1063-1; p. 60, NA-47-34; 
p. 70, NA-20.8; p. 73, NA-1829-5; p. 76, NA-1406-23; p. 89, NA-1177-1; p. 
102, NA-343-1; p. 124, NA-23-3; p. 132, NA-1315-18; p. 133, NA-1494-2; 
p. 135, NA-1847-2; p. 171, NA~363-50; p. 175, NA-1032-3; p. 178, NA-363-
48; p.l85, NA-363-43; ); Ubrary of Congress (p. 212, USZ62-113198); 
Montana Historical Society (p. 201 ); National Archives of Canada (p. 36, 
C-4 71 51; p. 104, PA-12197; p. 151, C-04590; p. 207, C-1897); RCMP 
Museum, Regina, Saskatchewan (p. 225); Saskatchewan Archives Board 
(p. 31, R-A3955; p. 68, R-8714; p. 85, R-A5680; p. 98, R-8714; p. 220, R
A8211; p. 226, 61-310-04); The American West in the Nineteenth Century, 
1992 Dover Publications (p. 56). 

We admowledge the support of the Alberta Foundation for the Arts for our 
publishing program . 

.& 
'
TheAJberta 
Foundation 
for the Arts Alt.rna 

CfJMMIITBDTO TOH DIN.f!L()PMIINT OF CUJ.:J'URB AIID THBAKTS 

PC: 5 



Contents 

CHAPTER 1: Origins .... .... ..... ... ....... ... ...... 5 

CHAPTER 2: The Metis Way of Life . ... ... . ........ 2 6 

CHAPTER 3: A New Way of Living ... .... ..... ..... 53 

CHAPTER 4: Louis Riel Returns .................... 81 

CHAPTER 5: Insurrection ... ..... ... ................ 95 

CHAPTER 6: A Canadian Defeat ........... .. ...... 123 

CHAPTER 7: Gabriel on the Battlefield ........... 158 

CHAPTER 8: The Battle for Batoche .. .... ..... ... 180 

CHAPTER 9: Show Business ...................... 199 _, 

NOTES ON SOURCES ............................ 228 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS .................... ....... 230 


