
IZanyirninpa and the health of Aboriginal men 

Brian F McCoy 

~ 

I 
Aboriginal 
Studies • 
Press 



First published in 2008 
by Aboriginal Studies Press 

© Brian McCoy 2008 

All rights reserved. No pan of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording or by any information storage and retrieval system, without prior 

permission in writing from the publisher. The Australian Copyright Act 1968 (the 
Act) allows a maximum of one chapter or 10 per cenc of this book, whichever is 
the greater, to be photocopied by any educational institution for its education 
purposes provided that the educational institution (or body that administers it) 

has given a remuneration notice to Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) under the 
Act. 

Aboriginal Studies Press 
is me publishing arm of the 
Australian lnstirute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Studies 

GPO Box 553, Canberra, ACT 2601 
Phone: (61 2) 6246 1183 
Fax: (61 2) 6261 4288 
Email: 
Web: 

asp@aiarsis.gov.au 
www.aiatsis.gov.au/aboriginal_studies_press 

National Library of Australia 
Cataloguing-In-Publication data: 

Author: McCoy, Brian Francis 
Title: Holding Men: Ka.nyirninpa and the health of Aboriginal 

men I author, Brian F. McCoy. 
Publisher: Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press, 2008. 

ISBN: 9780855756581 (pbk.) 

Notes: Includes index. 
Bibliography. 

Subjects: Aboriginal Australi<!-ns-Health and hygiene-Western Australia 

-Kimberley. Young men-Health and hygiene-Western Australia
Kimberley. Aboriginal Australians--Wesrern Ausrralia- Kimberley. Social 
life and customs, interpersonal relations-Western Australia-. Kimberley. 
Aboriginal Australians-Western Australia- Kimberley. Ethnic identity. 
Petrol sn1ffing-WesrernAustralia. Men- Health and hygien~Westem 

Australia. Prisoners, Aborlginal Australian-Western Australia. Australian 
football. 

Dewey Number: 362.849915 

Index compiled by Michael Harrington 

Printed in Australia by Ligare Pcy Ltd 



Illustrations 
Acknowledgments 

Contents 

Note regarding quotations and paintings 
Note on orthography and word usage 
Glossary 
Abbreviations 

Introduction 
1. Kanyirninpa and 'Holding' 
2. The Shaping of History 
3. Healers and Health 
4. The Male Praxis of Kanyirninpa 
5. Petrol Sniffing: More than a risk 
6. Football: More than a game 
7. Prison: More than a holiday 
8. The Wounded Male Body 
Conclusion. Wounded and Resilient 

Appendix. Relationship terms and kinship designations 
Notes 
References 
Index 

Vl 

Vll 

lX 

X 

Xll 
.. 

,.. xvu 

1 
18 
43 
66 
95 

121 
145 
167 
190 
214 

226 
228 
242 
261 


