
EDITED BY MARY-ELLEN KELM AND 
LORNA TOWNSEND 

In the Days of Our 
Grandmothers 

A Reader in Aboriginal Women's 
History in· Canada 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS 
Toronto Buffalo London 



© University of Toronto Press Incorporated 2006 
Toronto Buffalo London 
Printed in Canada 

ISBN~13: 978-0-8020-4117-3 (cloth) 
ISBN-13: 978-0-8020-7960-2 (paper) 
ISBN-10: 0-8020-4117-5 (cloth) 
ISBN-10: 0-8020-7960-1 (paper) 

Printed on acid-free paper 

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

In the days of our grandmothers : a reader in Aboriginal women's 
history in Canada I edited by Mary-Ellen Keirn and Lorna Townsend. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN-13: 978-0-8020-4117-3 (bormd) 
ISBN-10 0-8020-4117-5 (bound) 
ISBN-13: 978-0-8020-7960-2 (pbk) 
ISBN-10 0-8020-7960-1 (pbk) 

1. Native women- Canada- History. 2. Women- Canada- History. 
I. Keirn, Mary-Ellen, 1964- II. Townsend, Lorna 

E78.C2I418 2006 305.48'897071 C2005-907518-X 

University of Toronto Press acknowledges the financial assistance to 
its publishing program of the Canada Council for the Arts and the 
Ontario Arts Connell. 

University of Toronto Press acknowledges the financial support for 
its publishing activities of the Government of Canada through the 
Book Publishing Industry Development Program (BPIDP). 



Contents 

List of Contributors ix 

1 In the Days of Our Grandmothers: Introduction 3 
MARY-ELLEN KELM AND LORNA TOWNSEND 

2 Women, Kin, and Catholicism: New Perspectives on the 
FurTrade 26 
SUSAN SLEEPER-SMITH 

3 The Woman Who Married a Beaver: Trade Patterns and 
Gender Roles in the Ojibwa Fur Trade 56 
BRUCE M. WHITE 

4 Kateri Tekakwitha's Tortuous Path to Sainthood 93 
NANCY SHOEMAKER 

5 'She Was the Means of Leading into the Light': Photographic 
Portraits of Tsimshian Methodist Converts 117 
CAROL WILLIAMS 

6 Categories and Terrains of Exclusion: Constructing the 'Indian 
Woman' in the Early Settlement Era in Westem Canada 146 
SARAH CARTER 

7 Colonized Lives: The Native Wives and Daughters of Five 
Founding Families of Victoria · 170 
SYLVIA VAN KIRK 



viii Contents 

8 Woman the Hunter: Ethnoarchaeological Lessons from Chipewyan 
Life-Cycle Dynamics 200 
HETTY JO BRUMBACH AND ROBERT JAR.VENPA 

9 Gender and Work in Lekwammen Families, 1843-1970 216 
JOHN LUTZ 

10 The Woman's Lodge: Constructing Gender on the Nineteenth
Century Pacific Northwest Plateau 251 
MARY C. WRIGHT 

11 Taming Aboriginal Sexuality: Gender, Power, and Race in 
British Columbia, 1850-1900 270 
JEAN BARMAN 

12 Native Women, Sexuality, and the Law 301 
JOAN SANGSTER 

13 Political Status of Native Indian Women: Contradictory 
Implicatioris of Canadian State Policy 336 
JO-ANNE FISKE 

14 'A Red Girl's Reasoning': E. Pauline Johnson Constructs the 
New Nation 367 
VERONICA STRONG-BOAG 

15 The Colonization of a Native Woman Scholar 397 
EMMA LAROCQUE 

Historiography of Aboriginal Women in Canada: A Select Bibliography 407 

Permissions 419 

Illustration Credits 423 · 

Index 425 


