
N·unavut: 
Rethinking Political Culture 

C· l:· ~ "'·) ,, Ai Is a Henderson 

UBCPress ·Vancouver-Toronto 



@ UBC Press 2007 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 

retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without prior written 
permission of the publisher, or, in Canada, in the case of photocopying or other 
reprographic copying, a licence from Access Copyright (Canadian Copyright 

Licensing Agency), www. accesscopyrigh t. ca. 

16 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 08 07 54321 

Printed in Canada on ancient-forest-free paper ( 100% post-consumer recycled) 
that is processed chlorine- and add-free, with vegetable-based inl<S. 

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

Henderson, Ailsa 
Nunavut : rethinking political culture / Ailsa Henderson. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 978-0-7748-1423-2 (bound); 978-0-7748-1424-9 (~bk.) 

1. Political culture- Nunavut. 2. Politics and culture- Nunavut. 3. Inuit

Nunavut - Politics and government. 4. Political participation - Nunavut. 5. Nunavut 

- Politics and government. I. Title. 

FC4324.2.H46 2007 320.9719'5 C2007 -904415-8 

Canada 

UBC Press gratefully acknowledges the financial support for our publishing program 
of the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Industry Development 
Program (BPlDP), and of the Canada Council for the Arts, and the British Columbia 
Arts Council. 

This book has been published with the help of a grant from the Canadian Federation 

for the Humanities and Social Sciences, through the Aid to Scholarly Publications 
Programme, using funds provided by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada. A flll:/v'CA 
UBC Press 

The University of British Columbia 
2029 West Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1 Z2 

604-822-5959 f Fax: 604-822-6083 
www. ubcpress.ca 

fo/o:tfo1 
bo - tt. J- .1 ·-t "' l r J ~r ·r.;~ ~· 



Contents 

Tables and Illustrations Vll 

Acknowledgments 1X 

Abbreviations Xlll 

1 Introduction 1 

2. Politics in Nunavut 18 

3 Inuit Political Culture 37 

4 Political Integration in the Eastern Arctic 56 

5 Institutional Des~ in the Eastern Arctic 85 

6 Consensus Politics 112 

7 Political Participation in Nunavut 138 

8 Ideological Diversity in Nunavut 168 

9 Transforming Political Culture in Nunavut 190 

10 Cultural Pluralism and Political Culture 213 

Appendix 221 

Notes· 223 

Referen~es 228 

Index 244 


